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By Rob Marsiglio, Centennial College

AJAX, Ont. — For Pete Orr, life in professional baseball has meant sacrifices.

The 36 year old has spent the last 16 seasons bouncing back and forth between the major leagues and
the minors.

All that movement has made it hard for family to come out and watch him play the game he loves.

The Pan American Games in Toronto has given his loved ones a chance to do just that though.

“Luckily I’ve had my (immediate) family with me when I’ve been playing in the minor and major
leagues,” Orr said following a 9-1 drubbing of Nicaragua. “But to have friends and extended family
come watch … there is just something special about actually playing at home.
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Veronica Henri/Postmedia NetworkPete Orr helped Canada to a victory over Nicaragua in baseball at the Pan Am Games in Ajax,
Ont. on July 13, 2015.
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“I was thinking the first day we got here and we were taking batting practice, ‘This is the first time I’ve
hit a ball in Canada since I was 19 years old.’ So it was pretty neat.”

Orr came up big on Monday night going three-for-four with three RBIs in the win. The veteran hit a
triple that got the crowd roaring in the third inning.

In that crowd was a group of minor league baseball players from his hometown of Newmarket, Ont.

“It’s awesome (to see those kids),” said the ex-Newmarket Hawk player. “One of the biggest things
about playing for Canada is that you’re playing for your country, but you’re also playing for every kid
who plays baseball in your country.

“That’s what I think of. You’re representing all those kids that have a chance to just play and enjoy the
game and experience getting opportunities to make friends and play a special game.”

Orr’s leadoff triple was one of six stranded Canadian baserunners in the first three innings of the game.
A less experienced team may have caved and allowed Nicaragua back into the game.

The third baseman is one of the veterans on the team who was keeping everybody up in the dugout
through the early struggles.

“You don’t say anything that would discourage them or anything,” said Orr when asked what he said to
the team. “You tell them you’re here because you deserve to be on this team and to just play your
game and stay within yourself.”

One of the other Team Canada veterans was on the mound. Phillippe Aumont threw five scoreless
innings, racking up eight strikeouts.

After walking the first batter of the game, Aumont settled in for the rest of the contest only allowing one
baserunner to reach third base.

“(I felt) pretty good. First inning jitters just a little bit,” said the big right-hander. “It’s competition, so
this is where it counts, so it was actually fun once I settled down and felt better.

“The key was just to keep attacking (the other hitters) and just keep my defence in the game.”

Canada improved to 3-0 in the tournament and looks to stay perfect when they take on Cuba Tuesday
evening.

Manager Ernie Whitt isn’t changing his message ahead of that contest.

“Go out and play hard, that’s all we do,” said the Team Canada manager. “Go out and play hard and
hope for the best outcome.

“It’s a big game for us, but the next three are big for us. It’s nice to be 3-0 but now the competition
gets a little tougher.”

twitter.com/rob_siglio

robertmarsiglio@hotmail.com

This story was produced by students from Centennial College in Toronto in conjunction with
Postmedia.
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 W L OL Pts

xy Montreal 50 22 10 110

x Tampa Bay 50 24 8 108

x Detroit 43 25 14 100

x Ottawa 43 26 13 99

Boston 41 27 14 96
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