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Wacky gold medal baseball game sees
Canada repeat as Pan Am champs
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Canada players mob Peter Orr, 4, after he scored the game-winning run against the United States inJulio Cortez/Associated Press
the 10th inning of the gold medal baseball game at the Pan American Games in Ajax, Ont., on July 19, 2015.
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By Rob Marsiglio, Centennial College

AJAX, Ont. — The Pan American Games men’s baseball tournament had a finish on
Sunday night many had never before seen.

The standard nine innings weren’t enough to decide a champion so extra innings were
required at the President’s Choice Ajax Pan Am Ballpark.

As all in attendance learned, international baseball handles extras in a strange way.

“Everybody knows the rules — the extra inning rules — and they’re kind of crazy,” said
pitcher Jeff Francis, of Delta, B.C. “We could tell the fans were surprised by that. For a
well-played game to end that way is shocking.”
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The rule is that the hitting team starts with men on first and second as a way to speed
up the finish of the game. On this night, Canada would prove the victor.

After allowing the U.S. to score two runs in its half of the 10 ™, Canada stepped up with
men on first and second. Sean Jamieson failed to get a bunt down to advance the
runners and was called out after fouling off strike three. Pete Orr followed and drove in
Tyson Gillies with an RBI single on the first pitch he saw.

After that, it was all a blur.

“When they threw it away to first I figured ‘OK, tie game. Pete’s running around second
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to third, and the winning run will be on third with one out,”” recalled Francis. “Then

they threw that ball away too.”

Francis was referring to an errant throw to third that allowed Orr to round the base and
score the winning run in a 7-6 final.

“I think my gum might have ended up on the back of one of my teammate’s jerseys,”
said Francis.

Orr, who competed for Canada at the 2004 Olympics, was mauled by teammates at
home plate as soon as umpire Jairo Mendoza made the safe call.

The veteran, playing in his first international gold medal game, was just as shocked as
everyone else in the ballpark.

“It feels awesome,” said Orr, who is from nearby Newmarket, Ont. “The way it ended
I'm still kind of confused. It doesn’t feel like it’s real but getting the medal at home, it’s
great. It’s awesome.”

From the time baseball players are little, they are taught to be ready for any situation —
a lesson that proved vital on this night.

“They tried a backdoor pick,” said Orr, “and for some reason I told myself ‘Be ready for
the backdoor pick’ and the ball just got away from (the first baseman). It’s a tough way
for them to lose. They're a great group of guys, really classy group. That had to have
been tough.”

Canada trailed 3-0 going into its half of the third inning. American pitcher Josh Hader
walked Jamieson and gave up a single to Orr before recording two outs. With two gone,
Port Coquitlam, B.C.’s Rene Tosoni stepped up and smashed a three-run shot.

After the game, the ex-Minnesota Twin couldn’t put his feelings into words.

“It’s unbelievable, you know,” said Tosoni. “I'm still playing baseball just so I could play
with Team Canada, so it feels unbelievable, I can’t explain it.”

Canada, unequivocally known as a hockey nation, now has won two Pan Am baseball
gold medals in a row. And the guys in the dugout can see why.

“The baseball program is getting bigger from coast to coast,” said Tosoni. “You saw a lot
of guys from the junior team get drafted this year, high draft picks, and it just shows that
we’re here to play baseball and we know how to do it.”

Canada has played in three Pan Am Games under manager Ernie Whitt, winning bronze
in 1999 and gold in the last two.

Whitt knows which one he will remember the most.

“T’ll tell you what, it’s great to win and defend on our home soil,” said the skipper. “It
just keeps getting better. The first one was great.

“This one here in front of our fans, was even better.”

This story was produced by students from Centennial College in Toronto in
conjunction with Postmedia.
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