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Canada blasts Cuba as women’s baseball
debuts at Pan Am Games
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By Rob Marsiglio, Centennial College

AJAX, Ont.— Women’s baseball made its Pan American Games debut on Monday night.

When the U.S. took on Venezuela at the President’s Choice Ajax Pan Am Ballpark, it

marked the first time the sport has taken place at a multi-sport event.

Canada had to wait another four hours after that to get its tournament started against

Cuba. But four hours was nothing compared to the wait they faced leading up to the

Games.

“We couldn’t wait (to get started),” said head coach Andre Lachance. “We started on

July 8 so it’s been 10 days of playing exhibition games and practicing.
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Tom Szczerbowski-USA TODAY SportsCanada right fielder Jenna Flannigan (11) is congratulated by shortstop Bradi Wall (18)
after scoring a run on an error in the fourth inning against Cuba during a women's baseball game in the 2015 Pan Am Games
at Ajax Pan Am Ballpark.

http://www.nationalpost.com/
http://www.nationalpost.com/
http://www.financialpost.com/
http://news.nationalpost.com/category/news/
http://news.nationalpost.com/category/full-comment/
http://business.financialpost.com/category/personal-finance/
http://business.financialpost.com/category/investing/
http://business.financialpost.com/category/fp-tech-desk/
http://news.nationalpost.com/category/sports/
http://news.nationalpost.com/category/arts/
http://news.nationalpost.com/category/life/
http://news.nationalpost.com/category/health/
http://news.nationalpost.com/category/homes/
http://driving.ca/
http://www.nationalpost.com/classifieds/
http://www.workopolis.com/jobsearch/whitelabel/nationalpost/home/
http://www.nationalpost.com/subscribe/index.html
http://news.nationalpost.com/category/sports/
http://news.nationalpost.com/category/sports/nhl/
http://news.nationalpost.com/category/sports/mlb/
http://news.nationalpost.com/category/sports/nba/
http://news.nationalpost.com/category/sports/nfl/
http://news.nationalpost.com/category/sports/cfl/
http://news.nationalpost.com/category/sports/olympics/
http://news.nationalpost.com/category/sports/soccer/
http://news.nationalpost.com/category/sports/tennis/
http://news.nationalpost.com/category/sports/golf/
http://news.nationalpost.com/category/sports
http://news.nationalpost.com/sports/the-posts-guides-to-the-pan-american-games
http://news.nationalpost.com/tag/toronto-2015
http://news.nationalpost.com/tag/lou-lamoriello
http://news.nationalpost.com/tag/toronto-blue-jays/
http://nationalpostsports.tumblr.com
http://news.nationalpost.com/author/postmedianetwork2
http://license.icopyright.net:80/rights/oneButtonTag.act?tag=3.11150?icx_id=831848
http://news.nationalpost.com/author/postmedianetwork2
http://news.nationalpost.com/author/postmedianetwork2
http://twitter.com/share?text=Canada+blasts+Cuba+as+women%E2%80%99s+baseball+debuts+at+Pan+Am+Games&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnews.nationalpost.com%2Fsports%2Fcanada-blasts-cuba-as-womens-baseball-debuts-at-pan-am-games&related=financialpost,fullcomment&via=nationalpost
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fnews.nationalpost.com%2Fsports%2Fcanada-blasts-cuba-as-womens-baseball-debuts-at-pan-am-games
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fnews.nationalpost.com%2Fsports%2Fcanada-blasts-cuba-as-womens-baseball-debuts-at-pan-am-games&title=Canada+blasts+Cuba+as+women%E2%80%99s+baseball+debuts+at+Pan+Am+Games
http://news.nationalpost.com/email-form/?email-post=831848
http://news.nationalpost.com/report-a-typo/


Canada can match

Samoa's 'physicality' in

rugby match: Captain

David Hearn takes

Rivermead Cup at

Canadian Open

Van Koeverden keen on

Olympic bid

Stats from the Toronto

Pan Am Games

“We could feel the girls wanted to start playing for real. We’re happy it’s done now.”

It took the team a while to get going, but once they started hitting, there was nothing the

Cubans could do to stop them.

Most of the damage done in the 13-1 rout occurred in the sixth inning when Canada sent

14 batters to the plate, scoring eight runs.

“As you can see, we didn’t come out swinging at the beginning of the game,” said

shortstop Bradi Wall, who cashed three runs with a double in the inning. “It was a 2-0

game for the longest time.”

Against a side like Cuba, the flat offence wasn’t exposed. But Wall knows that down the

road, the bats will need to come alive much earlier.

“We know that we have to hit from inning one,” said the Swift Current, Sask., native.

“With the tougher teams coming up – and every single team – we have to play our best

and know that we can hit from inning one all the way up to inning seven.”

Starting pitcher Vanessa Riopel was called on to start Canada’s first ever game in the

Pan Ams. She was solid, throwing five innings of shutout baseball, allowing two hits

and letting one Cuban base runner advance past second.

After the game, she told reporters how grateful she was for the opportunity.

“It was historic for women’s baseball, so it was an honour that Andre asked me to throw

the first pitch, but I think I can do better,” said the 25-year-old right-hander. “I wasn’t

nervous, and I like to be nervous, so I’m going to try to set up my warmup and

everything correctly for the next outing.”

Women’s baseball at the Pan Am Games is just one milestone the sport has reached in

2015.

Earlier this year, France’s Melissa Mayeux became the first female to ever be added to

Major League Baseball’s international register. That means that as of July 2, the

shortstop has been eligible to sign with a major league team.

Wall had a chance to coach Mayeux in Cuba when she went down to help Lachance at

an annual development camp that Baseball Canada runs every February.

“That’s awesome for Melissa,” said the 23-year-old shortstop. “It’s great knowing that

we have girls and we have women that are out there that are fighting for a spot with

men, just like all of us.

“We are out here showcasing our sport, showing that we are just as good as the guys,

and showing that we can battle pitch by pitch. Having Melissa doing that same thing

internationally is awesome for women’s baseball as a whole.”

Canada’s tournament continues when it takes on Venezuela at 7:05 pm on Tuesday in

Ajax.

This story was produced by students from Centennial College in Toronto in

conjunction with Postmedia.
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xy Montreal 50 22 10 110

x Tampa Bay 50 24 8 108

x Detroit 43 25 14 100

x Ottawa 43 26 13 99

Boston 41 27 14 96
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